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Through the support and generosity of those affected by Alzheimer’s disease and related 
dementias, the Alzheimer’s Association is able to continue its important work of providing vital 
programs and services to our New York City Community.  Over the last five plus years,           
Ric Wolf/Foundation Cycling in Memory of Frances Salz has helped raise near $100,000                    
for the Alzheimer’s Association, New York City Chapter and was the 2nd highest fund raising 
team for Memory Walk 2008.  
  
The Alzheimer’s Association, founded in 1980, is the world leader in Alzheimer research and 
support.  It is the largest voluntary health organization dedicated to finding prevention methods, 
treatments and a cure for Alzheimer’s disease.  
  
The New York City Chapter, a founding member of the Alzheimer’s Association, founded in 
1978, was incorporated in 1985 as a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization.  Our priority is to 
improve the quality of life for people with dementia – including Alzheimer’s disease – their 
family members and caregivers by providing support, education and information, and through 
the development of innovative model programs that are replicated nationwide.  The Association 
aims to accelerate progress in research through the creation of new partnerships within the 
scientific community.   
  
We have an extensive network of partnerships throughout the City and serve in an advisory 
capacity to government, social service and human service agencies and the medical and 
academic communities.  The New York City Chapter is an essential resource for our community 
and is an integral component of the City’s healthcare system.    
  

What Is Alzheimer’s Disease (AD)?  
  
•  AD is a progressive, irreversible brain disorder that develops gradually and results in              

memory loss, behavior and personality changes, and a decline in cognitive abilities, such                 
as thinking, decision-making, and language skills. 

    
•  AD is one of a group of disorders, termed dementias that are characterized by cognitive           

and behavioral problems.  AD and dementia symptoms are not part of normal aging.  
  
•  There is no cure for AD.  
 
•  AD is a long-term disease.  On average, people with AD live for 8 to 10 years after they                      

are diagnosed, though people can live with Alzheimer’s disease 20 years or more.    
 
•  AD affects mood, behavior, language, thinking, orientation, and the ability to do even the 

simplest and most familiar activities.  Beginning with mild forgetfulness, the disease leads              
to total dependence on a caregiver for all activities related to essential function of daily life.  

 
•  AD is a disease that has two victims – the person with dementia and those closest to them           

who provide care.  70% of all persons with AD receive care at home, while the remainder              
are cared for in a variety of health care institutions.  

   
•  Caregivers experience emotional, physical and financial stress as they watch the person             

with Alzheimer’s become more and more forgetful, frustrated, and confused. Eventually,             
the person with AD will require twenty-four hour care. 
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          Alzheimer’s Disease:  Facts  
  

•  Every 70 seconds someone in the United States develops Alzheimer’s disease. 
•  Approximately 5.3 million people in the United States have AD; 5% reside in New York City. 
• AD is the sixth leading cause of death in the United States.  
•  42% of those over 85 are affected by AD; 10% of all people with AD have Early-Onset 
 AD and are 65 years of age – or younger.  
•  An estimated $148 billion, direct and indirect costs, are spent annually on caring for 
 people with AD – heavily impacting U.S. productivity.  
•  Baby Boomers are the largest generation in history to face the threat of AD.  
•  AD has particular relevance for women: 75% of caregivers in America are women. 
•  There is greater prevalence of AD in the African-American and Latino communities. 
•  In less than 50 years, without prevention or a cure, nearly 20% of all New York City 
 residents will have AD or be taking care of someone who does. 
•  AD is becoming the leading public health crisis of the 21st Century.   

  
About the Alzheimer’s Association, New York City Chapter  
  

•  Available to serve the over 500,000 people in all five boroughs of New York City who 
have Alzheimer’s disease or are directly impacted by the disease.  

•  Provides 24-hour Helpline (800-272-3900).  Callers have access to translation services in 
170 languages.  

•  Offers over 120 support groups for people with dementia, as well as caregivers, spouses, 
adult children, grandchildren, the gay/lesbian and Spanish-speaking communities. 

•  Professionally trains and supervises volunteer support group leaders.  
• Provides individual consultation with a social worker on all matters relating to dementia care.  

      •  Offers model programs and services for individuals with early stage Alzheimer’s disease, 
 among the first Chapters nationwide to do so.  

•  Serves the ethnically diverse population of New York City by providing bi-lingual 
materials and programs.   

•  Develops innovative model programs to improve quality of care, such as our Alzheimer’s 
disease training for emergency room physicians, our intensive 45-hour dementia training 
for home care aides, and our model nursing home program to change the “culture” of care 
and to improve institutional care for persons with AD.  

•  Collaborates with the NYC Department for the Aging on the annual “Mayoral 
Conference on Alzheimer’s Disease,” the largest municipal conference on Alzheimer’s 
disease for family caregivers and professionals.  

•  Created and launched the first wanderers alert program, now known as the MedicAlert® + 
Alzheimer’s Association Safe Return® Program, a nationwide identification and 
registration program that partners with local law enforcement to identify and find missing 
individuals with AD and other dementias that wander and become lost, locally or far 
from home.    

•  Presents ongoing series of educational seminars for caregivers and health professionals 
on such topics as legal and financial planning, Medicaid home care, and Family 
Caregiver Workshops in English and Spanish.  

•  Through our public policy and advocacy programs, we use our powerful voice to 
advocate for adequate health and long-term care services on which those with 
Alzheimer’s disease and other forms of dementia depend.  

•  Chapter programs and services are provided without charge.  
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