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Great Hill Games

Description 

To raise awareness and educate attendees about Central Park’s trees, provide fun activities for all ages, and to provide an opportunity for friendly competition that will support Park user/community group participation and member attendance, the Central Park Conservancy will host the Great Hill Games during the Grill on the Hill.  

The Great Hill Games are a series of activities that test attendees’ Central Park knowledge and skills. Attendees compete in the activities as members of a team (of their choosing), and accumulate points for their team based on their performance in each activity.  The team with the highest number of points at the end of the competition will be named “King of the Hill,” and a tree will be planted on the Great Hill as part of the Conservancy’s storm recovery and restoration efforts in honor of the community groups comprising the winning team. 

Team Registration
To participate in the Games, attendees must register (on-site) by providing their name and email address and selecting a team.  Teams will be hosted by one or more community groups (depending on how many groups participate).  Below is an example of how teams might be organized:

Team/Group
Cherry

Oak


Elm


Maple

NYRR


PAWS


NY Lawn Bowlers
CP Med Unit

Volleyball

CP Skate Patrol
West Side Soccer 
NY Croquet


Zog Sports

CRCA


Super Soccer Stars
CP Track Club



Jazz Mobile

NYC Softball

CP Model Yacht
Public Theatre

After registering, attendees will receive a scorecard that allows them to take part in the activities at each station.  

Activity Stations



Great Hill Games activity stations include:

· Piece Together the Park – Help “restore” Central Park’s landscapes by piecing together a puzzle of the Park in this timed event.  Points awarded according to time elapsed before puzzle is solved.  

· Bark Up the Right Tree - Match related elements of Central Park’s ten most common trees in this timed event.  Elements (photo, leaf, bark, latin name, greatest number/order found in Park) will be rotated to prevent viewers from “memorizing” the list and gaining an advantage when it is their turn!  Points awarded according to time elapsed before list is correctly ordered.  
· Tree Chip Treasure Hunt – Search through a wheelbarrow of wood chips to find ten clips (carabiners) Conservancy climbers use to secure themselves to trees when trimming, pruning, and grooming Central Park’s trees.  Careful… penalties may be assessed for sloppy searching – keep the chips in the wheelbarrow, please!  Points awarded according to number of carabiners found in one minute.

· Secrets of the Trees Relay – Retrieve and order items based on clues about Central Park’s woody perennials to reveal the exact number of trees in Central Park prior to the storm. Points awarded according to time elapsed before number is correctly identified.

· Good Bug, Bad Bug – Challenge your memory and identify pests, fungi, insects, or diseases that harm—or help—Central Park’s trees in this game of recall. Points awarded according to time elapsed before all images are correctly matched.
There will be sufficient supplies at each station to allow two attendees to participate in the activity simultaneously (e.g., two people at the same time), which will promote friendly competition and give more people the chance to participate.  

Scorekeepers at each station will tabulate and report points to the Games Commissioner, who will announce team standings throughout the event to encourage participation, friendly competition, and excitement.  

Conservancy staff will organize and provide supplies for all of the activity stations, which will be managed on-site by volunteers from the community groups.  A minimum of three volunteers are needed for each activity station (two activity facilitators/timekeepers and one scorekeeper).

Community Group Participation

Community group involvement is critical to the success of the Great Hill Games!  Community groups may host a team in the Great Hill Games by committing to:

· Provide four (4) volunteers to help staff the Games and/or other on-site activities

· 4 hour commitment per volunteer

· 11:30 am – 3:30 pm w/one hour break (and complementary ticket/lunch)

· name/contact info for volunteers must be provided by 10/13

· Promote the Grill on the Hill and the group’s participation in the Great Hill Games to its members and friends

To confirm your group’s participation, please contact:

Claire McClafferty

Director of Business Development

Central Park Conservancy

Tel: 212-310-6692

Email: cmcclafferty@centralparknyc.com

Deadline to confirm participation is October 13.
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